
REVIEWERS GUIDELINES FOR JAMC ORIGINAL ARTICLES 

THE ABSTRACT 

S # ITEM CHECKLIST COMMENTS 

The title is textually and grammatically correct and not 
more than 150 characters or 50 words. 

 

The title does not contain abbreviations, except standard 
ones. 

 1.  TITLE 

The title reflects the objectives of the study.  

The abstract is structured and includes sections of 
Introduction, Material & Methods, Results and 
Conclusion. 

 

The research problem under study is clearly identified; 
objectives of the study are mentioned in Introduction. 

 

Data collection strategy and primary variables are 
mentioned in Materials & Methods. 

 

Major findings of the study are presented in Results, 
with emphasis on statistical relevance and accuracy. 

 

Conclusion is precise and based on the findings of the 
study. 

 

2.  ABSTRACT 

Key words (3-10) are included, based on MeSH.  

 



 

THE MAIN ARTICLE 

S # ITEM CHECKLIST COMMENTS 

The research problem is identified and stated, based on 
local, national, regional and global contexts. 

 

Brief and relevant epidemiology is included based on 
literature review. 

 

Rationale of the study is given; it justifies the 
undertaking of the study. 

 

The aim and objectives are stated; objectives are in 
SMART format. 

 

3.  INTRODUCTION 

References are appropriately cited in Vancouver style.  

Setting, duration, study design, study population, 
selection criteria, sample size, sampling technique are 
mentioned and appropriate. 

 

Data collection tools and primary variables of study are 
described; confounders have been listed and excluded. 

 

Procedures that each person will undergo as a research 
subject have been described in sufficient details to allow 
analysis of risk and benefit. 

 

Ethical considerations are mentioned and relevant; how 
these are addressed? Ethical approval obtained? 

 

4.  
MATERIALS & 

METHODS 

Methods of data analysis and main calculations are 
given; tests of significance are mentioned and are 
appropriate; significant p value is written. 

 

 



 

S # ITEM CHECKLIST COMMENTS 

Presentation of results is in logical order starting from 
demographic data, followed by specific results of the 
study given section-wise. 

 

Text, tables, graphs, charts and illustrations are used, as 
needed. These are properly numbered and captioned. 
Explanatory text accompanies each table and figure. 

 

Masking of subjects is done appropriately in 
photographs. 

 

Data presented are not duplicated (same results given 
twice) in text and tables or figures. 

 

Tables and figures are accurate and statistical 
calculations can be done from the data provided in them; 
all calculations are correct; means are given along with 
SD, where needed. 

 

Group-wise comparisons are presented in tables and 
figures, where relevant. 

 

5.  RESULTS 

Tests of significance and p values are appropriate and 
statistically derivable. 

 

 



 

S # ITEM CHECKLIST COMMENTS 

Inferences are drawn about the main findings of the 
study. The results are discussed in the context of 
objectives of the study. 

 

Plausible explanations and alternative explanations 
for the results are presented and discussed. 

 

Any new or unexpected findings are mentioned and 
their significance discussed; plausible reasons for 
occurrence of these findings provided. 

 

Discussion about statistical results and significance is 
done with valid interpretations. 

 

Comparisons are made to the research studies of other 
researchers and their results starting from local, 
national, regional and international literature. 
Explanations for differences in results from other 
studies are given. 

 

Highlights and limitations of the study are mentioned 
and the interpretation of results is done keeping these 
in mind. 

 

6.  DISCUSSION 

Negative findings / results are presented and 
discussed. 

 

Conclusion(s) are valid and based on the present 
study. 

 

7.  
CONCLUSIONS & 

RECOMMENDATIONS Recommendations are not from sources outside the 
present study; they are feasible and acceptable. 

 

 



 

S # ITEM CHECKLIST COMMENTS 

The Vancouver style of referencing is followed in 
citations and listing. 

 

References provided are relevant to the study.  

References are given from local, national, regional 
and international literature; at least 25% of the 
references are from local sources and/or national 
sources. 

 

Only 10% of references are older than 1 – 5 years.  

Only 10% of references are from books or chapters in 
books. 

 

8.  REFERENCES 

The total number of references does not exceed 50.  
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